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considered essential to a definite diagnosis. Of course
there are from 5 to 10 per cent. of what may be called
borderland cases, classed variously as "constitutionally
delicate," " physiologically delicate," "weak-chested,'
"p retuberculous," etc. And of these, possibly the majority
are tuberculous. That, however, is merely a pious opinion,
and I personally see no way of confirming or refuting it
with the means and time at the disposal of a school medical
inspector.

Discrepancies such as the foregoiDg emphasize the
necessity for the fixation of definite standards to apply
aenerally to medical inspection. The figures at present
being worked out at such cost are, from a statistical
standpoint, comparatively worthless or actually deceptive.
Every one concerned takes it upon himself to fix his own
standard, and the resulting figures are consequently good
for his own domain and no further. Therefore the urgent
need for a conference of all concerned in school medical
inspection, if for nothing else than to arrange a scheme
of standardization. Meanwhile, one can do no more than
follow one's own scheme, and trust that

somehow good
Will be the final end of all.

-I am, etc,
Merthyr Tydfil, Dec. 13th. S. B. WALSH, M.D., D.P.H.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION ON ANAESTHETICS.
SIR,-Among the conclusions which the Anaesthetic

Committee of the General Medical Council recommend to
be transmitted to the Lord President of the Privy Council
is one which it seems to me will press hardly upon those
of us whose practice lies among the working classes, and
possibly still more so upon our patients. I refer to Recom-
mendation 7, printed on page 361 of the SUPPLEMENT to
the JOURNAL of December 4th.
To take my own case. As a house-surgeon I adminis-

tered some 2,000 anaesthetics, and since being in practice
on my own account I have frequently in the case of poor
patients given an anaesthetic and myself performed small
operations, often procedures of little more than momentary
duration-such as opening and inserting a tube in a deep
mammary abscess, slitting up the constricting band of a
bad paraphimosis, or applying the actual cautery to a
superficial naevus. In all these cases the patient or parent
has been willing and anxious to pay me a small fee for
doing what was necessary, but the expense of calling in a
special anaessthetiat as well would have meant to them
parting with the whole or major part of another week's
wages-no inconsiderable matter, unless really necessary.
In acting thus I have never felt that I was doing wrong
or running such terrible risk as to call for my action being
lorbidden by law.

Again, in midwifery cases, are we to be debarred from
giving the patient a few whiffs of chloroform while the
head is passing the vulvae, or getting her lightly under
while applying the forceps in a simple case, except another
practitioner is present?
Of course, we are all aware that the ideal thing is to

have a special anaesthetiat present, and where expense is
no object, one would insist upon it; but it seems to me
that such cases as 1 have mentioned can quite well be
-dealt with by one man, and that the necessity for the
presence of a second one might well be left to the judgement
of the practitioner in charge.-I am, etc.,

Burton-on-Trent, Dec. 13th. J. H. JOYCE.

ARE WE UP-TO-DATE ?
SIR,-Every day sees some addition to our medical or

surgical knowledge, hour by hour fresh improvements are
made, new ground opened up. and the motto of the
profession should always be " Upward and Onward," but,
still, sometimes it is well to pause awhile and look
backward, or, perhaps, one might say, sidewaye. Some
years ago the fresh air treatment came into vogue. It
was a great idea. The profession seized upon ib, turned it
to accoant, and to-day we see and reap the benefits of this
advance; and yet, had we looked backward and taken our
view in Africa, we should have seen the Kaffirs for
centuries past taking their sick to the mountains for fresh
air treatment. We must not forget that it is only in
recent years the need of oxygen and its benefits for the
mervous system has bEen recognized, and lunatics are now

kept in bed in the open air much to their benefit, and yet
the unthinking (?) savage of Africa has known the benefit
of fresh air for ages.
So it is with the so-much talked of massolettes and

lactic acid treatment which is brougbt before us as
something new, and which will, no doubt, benefit us in
many ways. For example, it will reduce the number of
cases of appendicitis by dealing with the bacilli and
cocci, which causes in many-if not in all-cases this
disease. And yet, again, the Kaffirs have treated their
sick with sour milk for ages.

I am of opinion that many useful medical remedies
might be obtained from the native races of the earth. We
obtained our knowledge of quinine in an historic manner
from the natives of India, and I understand the North
American Indians have an antidote for snake poison.
Probably every native race has made some or other
medical discovery, and it seems a pity that methods of
treatment by native races are not studied more. lt is
just possible a universal inquiry might bring to light some
most valuable information. For all we know, there may
be a cure for cancer somewhere in use. The natives
might be using a remedy for swellings or tumours without
the slightest idea they were treating cancer. I think we
are too apt to treat the native medicines with contempt,
and so may be overlooking some valuable remedies. lf
one of our multi-millionaires would engage two physicians
and two surgeons, and send them on a roving commission
round the world to inquire into native treatment and
native remedies, I am absolutely convinced they would
return with a whole fund of valuable information. It
stands to sense that the natives of every country have
made from time to time medical discoveries, and we
certainly do not know them; and I doubt whether any
great effort has ever been made to find them out. It was
from the natives we heard of erythroxylum coca, and yet,
in European scientists' hands, what have we not done with
the leaves of this tree, the knowledge of which would
neverhavebeenknown to us had it not been for the discovery
by the natives of Bolivia and Peru of its valuable
properties in sustaining the strength on long journeys.
The Chinese have a number of absurd remedies, but

amongst them must surely be something useful, and so it
must be with the other Asiatic races. I am convinced
there is much medical knowledge amongst the native
races of the globe which has not yet been communicated
to the European medical profession.-I am, etc.
Leytonstone, N.E., Nov. 19th. ARTHUR TODD-WHITE.

It is perhaps desirable to point out that, so far as
the British Empire is concerned, some provision for the
investigation of medicinal products from tropical and sub-
tropical sources does exist. Such investigations are
undertaken at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington,
at the request, or with the concurrence, of the govern-
ments of the colonies or protectorates concerned.

THE EDUCATION OF DENTAL SURGEONS.
SIR,-The practice of dentistry calls for mechanical

skillfar greater than is demanded in any other department
of surgery; and unless a dentist be before all things a good
mechanic he cannot succeed in his profession. Mechanical
training cannot be begun too early. It is a great
advantage to a lad if the training can be commenced at
school. "C abinet making " and metal working provide
finger training, and give deftness in the use of tools. The
dental curriculum demands two years' instruction in
mechanical dentistry. Before entering upon this it
will have been possible to decide whether the tiro
possesses the necessary aptitude; without this it
will be wise to seek another vocation. Nothing
could be better fitted to prepare the student for
the work of operation upon the teeth than pupilage in
mechanical dentistry. After this he enters upon the
surgical part of his education in the dental hospital with
fingers so trained that the simple operations appear easy
to him; he has already carried out closely similar pro-
cedures at the workbench, and has acquired the mastery
of tools, and the facility and sureness of touch which early
mechanical training rarely fails to produce. Proceeding by
gradual steps from operations on extracted teeth fixed in
a vice-by which means many processes of "stopping "
can be practised-to simple operations on the living
subject, the student can be led thus into the practice of


